There's Just Nothing Like the Favor of the Lord!

Ezek 34:25-27 "I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26 And I will make them and the places all around my hill a blessing, and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. 27 And the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase, and they shall be secure in their land. And they shall know that I am the Lord, when I break the bars of their yoke, and deliver them from the hand of those who enslaved them. ESV

Prov 16:15 In the light of a king's face there is life, and his favor is like the clouds that bring the spring rain. ESV

______________________________________________________________________

I am drawn to our text in Ezekiel first by what God says that He will do, “I will make with them a covenant of peace.”  How blessed are those words and yet this is not just some neighbor agreeing to live at peace with you but the God of glory and the universe!  Both our texts were written in a time when Israel was under kings and the concept of a king being over them weighed prominently in their thoughts and every action.  You and I who are blessed to live in a democracy cannot quite fathom what a difference it is to live under a monarch.  We have the right to a fair trial by a jury of our peers, but a king can at whim lock people up, destroy them, or indiscriminately bless them above others.  And a king is sovereign, meaning that he can do as he pleases without having to answer to anyone or explain himself.  When you lived in such a kingdom, the thoughts of the king towards you was ever on your mind because everything depended upon it.  You wanted the king to smile when he thought of you and for his face to light up when he saw you coming.  This was an ever abiding life thought in a kingdom.  

Furthermore, if you must live under a king, then you wanted to live under a king who was gracious and slow to anger and merciful and not a ruthless dictator.  Our current world has shied away from such arrangements because very human beings can handle the scepter of absolute power without corrupting it.  Think of Cuba and Castro or North Korea or Iran.  Such is what you get when you have a king who is ruthless, cruel, and bent towards self-service.  If you must live under a king's rule, then you hope and pray for the best possible king!  

The prophet Ezekiel was reminding God's people, even at a time when they were in captivity to a foreign king who was a petty dictator and not at all perfect, that Babylon would not be their final king and that really they were governed by a higher authority, God Almighty.  He would have the final say so and He would reestablish David one day on the throne of Israel and He, Himself, would rule and reign over all of their well beings.  These promises are not just to the house of Israel but reveal to us just what kind of King our great God is.  He is a King and His Word is absolute and yet what a great and merciful and gracious God He is!  

Again those words stand out to me for they reveal much about the agenda of our sovereign Lord:  “I will make with them a covenant of peace.”  We do have a King and He is the King of Kings and answers to nobody but Himself.  But that is actually a blessing because He is a great and mighty and gracious King!  He is good; all the time!  We do not serve a petty dictator that is self-serving, and selfish but we have a King who came to this earth and gave Himself for us to be able to live!  What a King that He would lay down His life for those who were born against Him!  And He is not bent on destruction, rather this is what He desires to be able to pronounce in the lives of His people:  “I will make a covenant of peace with them.”  He only destroys if His people reject His love, His word, and His grace and go against His aim and leave Him no other choice.  He is a King and as such cannot let evil ruin the kingdom for the rest of His subjects, but His desire and His focus is to bring peace and blessings and not a curse and hurt!  What a King we serve!  There's just nobody like our King Jesus and He came to reconcile the world unto Himself:  He wants to make a covenant of peace with you that will last for ever and ever!

This scripture also reminds us of something else:  with a King, there is nothing greater than having His face shine towards you in a special way.  In other words, there is just nothing like having the King's favor over you.  A king can bless like no other; a king can work things out like no other.  And if that be true with an earthly king, then how much more is it true about the greatest King?  Truly, Solomon wrote when he told us in our other text:

Prov 16:15 In the light of a king's face there is life, and his favor is like the clouds that bring the spring rain. ESV

Say that with me, “His favor is like the clouds that bring the spring rain.”  And so we come back to our text in Ezekiel and focus in on a particular phrase, a phrase that reminds us of this same great truth:

Ezek 34:26 And I will make them and the places all around my hill a blessing, and  I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. ESV

As to the first part, that reminds us truly nobody can bless you like the king:  “And I will make them and the places all around my hill a blessing.”  But notice the next part because it is particularly telling:  “And I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing.”  Say that again with me.  And one more time repeat it.  This is the King of Kings speaking and they remind us that truly there's just nothing like the favor of the Lord!

______________________________________________  

I need to preach the Word of God boldly today:

Ezek 34:26b and  I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. ESV

This reminds us that:

There's just not any favor on earth like God's favor.

Think of that for a moment:  can anybody else on earth make such a promise as this and mean it?  Can anybody on earth truly say, “I will send down the showers.”  Is there any man who can send the rains at whim?  Is there anybody who can say, “without exception and no matter what the future holds, I can bless you greatly?”  

If you had the favor of a prominent business man whose investments had made him extremely wealthy and he took a liking to you and decided to bless you in life, yet could it compare to this promise in the Word of God?  Oh, the years would be good for a time, but then would come that birthday or that Christmas where the packages did not arrive and the fruit basket didn't make it and then would  come the phone call, “I'm sorry, man, business has taken a downturn this year and I've had to file bankruptcy and I just don't have it to bless you with this time.”  But has God ever been bankrupt?  Will God ever have to make that house call to tell you that He can no longer do what He has promised?  There's really just no favor on earth like God's favor!  

Some of you put your faith in the lottery, but that lottery will pay you so much a month for several years.  And yet there will come a day perhaps where the government will fail and do you think that they will not default on those promises?  But our God's kingdom shall grow and grow and grown until His glory fills the earth like the water covers the sea!  Whose favor is really the most important?

You can have friends, even good friends in your life.  But even the best friends will let you down.  “Oh, I don't need God's favor because I've got a great network of buddies and we take care of each other.”  Or, I've heard this before:  “I've got a great family and we always take care of each other!”  And that's fine and dandy until you're really in the bottom and need a helping hand and has anybody besides me ever noticed that it's often at that moment that you need people the most that nobody's around?  You call your buddy who promised to climb the highest mountain for you and yet he's busy and can't come to your call.  Even the best of friends will let you down because they are imperfect!  

God allows this to be in your life for a specific purpose.  Some people spend their lives with a victim mentality always upset at how people haven't come through for them and mad at God for letting it happen.  And yet some people never seem to realize that such feelings come from the fact that they are trusting in imperfect people more than a perfect God.  They never seem to realize that God has allowed this to happen time and time again to remind you and I that we need Him more than anything!  When you were ignoring Him and seeking the favor of that friend more than anything else, you were misguided.  That goes for spouses too:  he that finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the Lord.  That's a scripture that we don't quote enough.  But that is only true as long as the spouse or the girlfriend or whomever doesn't become more important than God.  Your spouse will let you down and so will the greatest boyfriend or girlfriend.  Your BFF will tell your secrets to their other BFF.  And yet all of this is a reminder that there's nobody like the King of Glory to have as your friend.  God's trying to remind you that you need Him more than you realized!  That you need Him most of all!  

I feel led to proclaim it boldly in your life:  there is no favor like His favor!  He can bless in ways that no person on earth can!  His blessings will be consistent despite whatever the future holds and He will never let you down.  Don't view God in light of how people have treated you:  He is not a man that He can lie.  He is not like us.  He became like us and even then wasn't like us.  Did you catch that?  He was tempted in every manner as we are yet without sin.  He became exactly like us and still wasn't like us!  And thank God for that!

And I've learned that there's just nothing like the favor of the Lord in your life.  Let the economy crumble and yet God's favor is much better to have than the favor of your boss.  Let all of your friends turn on you and forsake you and mistreat you and yet if you have the favor of the Lord, they'll be back wanting to be around you again because those who have the favor of the Lord have tapped into something that is beyond any sort of favor that anything on earth can bring.  Only God can say, “I will send down the showers!”  There's nothing to compare on earth to God's showers of blessing!

__________________________________________    

And again that great promise from our King:

Ezek 34:26b and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. ESV

This reminds us of another great truth:

More than anything else, you need the favor of the Lord.

Where would the crops be without the showers from heaven?  Man can run irrigation ditches and pay for water, but there is nothing like God sending His rains on a land to bless it and cause things to grow.  And without His sun shining and without His clouds and showers, there would be nothing good come from our work and efforts.  Think of a burnt over field, dry and withered and good for nothing with cracks and parched land and that is a portrait of a life without the showers of the favor of God.  Truly it is so that:  

Prov 16:15 In the light of a king's face there is life, and his favor is like the clouds that bring the spring rain. ESV

Let us remember the parables that we spoke of last week.  The man of God is often the sower and the church and even individual prepares the ground of their hearts and the seed is the Word of God.  But let all of that be there and yet if God does not send the showers of His blessings in a life, there will be nothing come up.  Truly it is said that one plants and another waters but it is God who gives the increase.  Without God's favor, nothing good can come of your life; nothing of eternal value will happen.  Without God's favor your life will become a place of spiritual thistles and thorns and a religious desert.  Without God's showers of grace we are lost, therefore we need the favor of God more than anything else!  

Where would I be had God's favor not shined and showered on me five, ten, or twenty years ago?  Think of that for a moment and then consider, “where am I headed in five, ten, or twenty years?”  You need to take stock of your attitude towards God's favor in your life.  Are you consumed with it, ever having it in the forefront of your mind and making every life decision carefully with it as the driving force?  Or is the favor of God something you rarely think about?  Those who would have the King smile on them are those who consider the matter carefully.  And we do not have a King whom we have to guess as to what would please Him or make Him happy for He has written clearly what it takes to receive the favor of the King of Kings!  His words and decrees and laws are clearly written down in a book that everyone of you own and possess.  His promises are clearly delineated and He even challenges you to take Him at those promises!  He has told you plainly that obedience is better than sacrifice.  You don't have to work hard to impress Him with personal-mandated sacrificial acts – He just asks you to hear and obey.  

If your business takes off and you become a multimillionaire and yet lack the favor of God, your life will be utmost miserable still.  If you meet the person of your dreams and marry them and yet you choose to live in such a way as to not have the favor of the King shining in your life, what a miserable end that relationship will come to no matter how perfect they were in the beginning.  Because time changes all of us and life comes at you full force and people change and priorities change and only the favor of God can make a marriage go right.  Any two people – no matter how incompatible – can make it with the favor of God in their life.  And any two people – no matter how much the stars lined up for them to meet – can fail without that favor of the King!

So it is with all our endeavors.  Are you starting a new business venture?  Are you beginning a new hobby?  Planning a career or a degree?  Praying about this life circumstance or that?  Needing help from them or that?  Are you building something like a church, a home, or a family?  Are you facing challenges from life and people?  Are you trying to rebuild something that the enemy, people, or life has destroyed?  In every circumstance and in every endeavor the most important thing that you must have with you is the favor of God.  I don't care what it looks like, with the favor of God you will meet your goals and be blessed.  More than everything looking right and more than having others on my side and more than just plain old hard work by itself, I need the favor of God.  It is only He who can grow things from the ground of our heart and life's efforts.  If we build something and yet build without God's favor, then we labor in vain.  You ought to get consumed with this thought of the favor of God.  You ought to seek after it and pray for it more than anything else.  More than detailing how God should do something, why don't you just pray for His favor?  You need more than people's help and more than tenacity and more than just talent.  You need the favor of God because only it can cause you to be truly fruitful in all that you do!  

___________________________________   

Now let us consider it from a different light:

Ezek 34:26b and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. ESV

This reminds us that:

When God bestows His favor, He does so in abundance!

When God sends the rain of blessing, He does not send just drops but showers of blessing!  What a great truth it is that God does not bless stingily or sparingly but rather abundantly.  He promised to pour out a blessing that you cannot contain when you test Him with your tithes and offerings.  He promised to give back to your bosom, using the same measuring cup that you used to give to Him but when He gives back, it is “pressed down, shaken together, and running over.”  Truly “eye has not seen nor ear and neither the heart of man imagined what God has prepared for those who love Him.”  He is not only a God who is able to do abundantly beyond anything we can ask or think but a God who desires to do such things for us!  

I have throughout my ministry encountered from time to time some poor souls who had a sparing mentality towards God.  They are sincere but they only believed God for small things and never big things.  They tended to hit what they aimed at because they did not aim at anything too hard nor too far away and definitely not too high to take several attempts.  And then when they get what they believed for, they are all surprised and proud that God does a little more for them and what a little testimony they have for their little blessing and they are content and do not seek God for anything more.    

I think God for the small things, but it is a mistake to think that God can only do a few small things in your life.  We serve a big God and He wants to do big things.  And yet we should understand how God does big things and you need to catch this:  God often does big things by the great accumulation of small things.  God's favor is like rain showers, these scriptures tell us.  And a great and heavy rain is really many, many, many small drops of water falling together and yet they keep coming and keep coming and keep coming.  This is how God's favor works:  it is a small blessing followed by a small blessing followed by a small blessing followed by two more small blessings followed by three more and then another and then another and it just doesn't stop until you've had more than a drop or two, but a great shower of abundant blessings!  We used to have a saying in South Louisiana where we said, “it's just sprinkling.”  We need to change our mentality as to what God is trying to do.  His favor is not just to sprinkle you with blessings but to saturate you with showers of blessings until you have been baptized with the favor of heaven!  When God shows His favor, He does so in abundance and we should take note of that and believe God ever for more even while we are thanking Him for what He has done!

Our house has a sprinkler system built in and in all of our lives, my wife and I have never had a house with a sprinkler system.  In Louisiana and Florida you don't really need a sprinkler system because it rains all of the time!  It's a great convenience:  we have eight zones of dozens of different types of sprinklers in our yard and they are one a timer and so there is no running of hoses or moving a sprinkler around.  Except one thing:  I can do html code and line prompt commands in windows and can handle the most complex keyboards with ease and I can't figure out the stupid electronic controller and timer for the system.  I set it up how I wanted it and it's working but it's also sticking to its old programmed system too.  So the other day, the sprinklers went off and gave the ground a good watering in cycles and then a few seconds later started to do it a second time!  We were about to have a lake around our house and had to go shut it off!  

That's how God's favor is:  more than you expected and more than you realized and often more than you needed!  God loves to bless that way.  I'm trying to raise someone's expectation and faith when you pray and also for you to really see there's just nothing like the favor of God!  He does what you prayed for and then always – always! – a little extra!  No, a whole lot extra!  The showers come and then they come and then they come!  

It is written that Noah found favor with God.  And then, boy, did the showers come.  It is a Biblical fact that the ways that God used judgment in the Old Testament were to foreshadow how God would pour out salvation and blessing in the New Testament.  The waters covering the earth of Noah's day prefigure water baptism.  God washed away every sinful thing and He is able to do that when people are being baptized in His Name today!  So it is with the fire falling on Sodom and Gomorrah:  the fire of the Holy Spirit would fall and consume us.  So it is with the confounding of the languages of Babel:  what God used to divide, now He uses speaking in an unknown tongue to unite us!  But if that be so and if the Holy Spirit be like a rain, then realize that God doesn't just want to you to have a touch here and there, but He wants it to be like Noah's day where the Spirit falls and falls and falls!  Such is an image of His church:  A people that against the day of judgment prepared an ark of safety and then the rain of God's Spirit just fell and fell and fell and fell until every evil thing was washed away and until God's people and church were lifted higher and higher!  God doesn't desire to bless this church with a little grace or a little shower of the Holy Ghost, but He desires to inundate us with His glory!  He desires for this place to be saturated with a deluge of His power, service after service after service.  Don't be satisfied with just a few drops, but let the drops accumulate in abundance until they have showered in your life!  He has waters to swim in but they come in the shower a drop at at time!  Let God bless you in abundance and don't be satisfied with just a small touch!

_______________________________________

There's just nothing like the favor of God!  Once it starts flowing, it snowballs into an avalanche of blessing!  And yet we should take note of this scripture:

Ezek 34:26b and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. ESV

Note the wording carefully, “the showers in their season.”  Our other text said that the favor of the king is like “the spring rain.”  Listen carefully because some Christians miss this and count God a failure because they do not understand a great truth:

God always sends every blessing in its specific season.

I remember once when I was a young, single music director under Bro. Wallace and someone had mentioned to us what someone else at another church was making for a salary for doing the music there.  And Bro. Wallace – ever blunt – looked at me and said, “I could pay you that and afford it and you do much more than that guy does and do it better, but you're not ready to make that much money.”  I remember walking away from that conversation thinking, “What in the world does that mean?”  But he was right.  God had great things for me and had I been making that much money doing music then, I would probably never been willing to come to Castroville.  But I had learned how to sacrifice and more importantly had God come through for me time and time again and had learned that God could be trusted in life!  And God had at that time withheld certain blessings because it was not the season yet in my life where I needed it.  

What good is it for it to rain abundantly in the winter?  God instead sends the snow so that trees will work on their root system.  But then, in the spring, He sends the showers when they are needed.  In Israel, He sent both the former and the latter rain, which is to say the showers in the spring and then that boost in late summer when they were sorely needed to take the crop over the top.  We need to remember that there is a timing to God's blessings and surely you know that the Great Husbandmen of Heaven knows what He is doing!  

Sometimes having the favor of the Lord manifests itself in the timing of a blessing.  A birth too early is not a blessing at all.  A ministry launched before it is ready is not a true sign of God's favor.  A tree producing fruit without the roots to hold up the weight will falter and fall over.  The favor of God is not just in receiving showers of blessings, but the fact that we receive those showers of blessing “in its season.”  God sends the right thing in abundance at the right time where it is needed and where it will be a good thing and not a bad one!         

It is written that, “Mary found favor in the sight of the Lord.”  And how abundantly He blessed her!  But how important it was that the blessing of the baby Jesus to come at the right time.  “When the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, made under Law...”  Had Mary been seven years old that would have not been a blessing.  Had she already had several kids, it would have not been a blessing.  Had she been ill or without a man dedicated in her life to take care of her and her child, it would have been a curse and not a blessing.  But God waited until everything was as it should be and then sent forth the result of His great favor.  

Never forget that God's delayed response – even though we sometimes cannot see it until afterward – is often a sign of His great favor!  There's a reason that God didn't bring us a hundred soul revival our first year here, because it would have destroyed this church and we would have been unable to handle it.  There's a reason that the building has taken some time – but God is working and His favor will hit in its season and we're in that season now!  And the result is that something great is going to be done and He will be in it and His blessing and help will abundantly shower us to the point that we are overwhelmed with gratitude that we couldn't see it coming!  Don't take delay in your own life as a sign of God's failure.  Truly some of God's greatest gifts are unanswered prayers and I would add to that, also some of God's greatest gifts are delayed prayers.  He will not put more on you than you can bear.  There's a reason for why you have had to endure, but His favor has decreed that the showers will come “in its season!”  Thank God for that because there's just nothing like the favor of the Lord!

______________________________________  

And from our text, I will add this:

The blessings of God's favor are greatly and multiply varied.

He told us, “I will send showers.”  It is plural both in English and in the Hebrew.  This is not just the promise of one shower or one season of showers but a promise of season after season after season of His favor.  There used to be a song we sang from the hymnal that said something like, “if he did not else for me, It would take all eternity to thank Him for all that He has done.”  And that's true, but that will never be the case for the righteous.  The righteous do not get one season of favor and then they are finished.  Someone needs to hear this:  if you just came from a great season of favor, do not fall into the trap of thinking that God is done in your life and that you have reached the pinnacle.  There will be showers sent.  There will be another season of favor.  There will be many such seasons.  God is never one and done.  God doesn't send a shower, but He will send showers!

And His showers are varied.  We tend to hear a message like this and think of monetary blessings but His showers of blessing go beyond just monetary means.  That is a part of it, I know and believe but we need more than just monetary blessings.  By all means believe God for showers of blessing to meet your financial needs and try Him in those areas, but also don't get just caught up in seeking financial showers when there are many things that we need that money cannot provide.  We need the showers of God's favor in our health and bodies; we need the showers of favors in our relationships and families.  We need the showers of God's favor in our dreams and plans and endeavors.  We need God to favor us with great callings and then the strength and the tenacity to fulfill those callings.  We need God's favor to help us to stand in this evil day.  We need God's favor to soften the heart of the backslider and the children.  We need God's favor to shine light into a dark world and be salt and light!  We need God's favor in many, many, many ways!  And yet He is up to the task:  He is able and willing and has promised to send showers of blessings!  There's just nothing like the favor of the Lord!

____________________________________

Oh, there's one thing more.  You need the favor of the Lord and there's nothing like it!  But it you who decides whether or not you receive it.  Hidden and willful sin stops up the flow of the blessings of God.  It is true that:

Prov 12:2-3 A good man  obtains favor from the Lord, but a man of evil devices he condemns. 3 No one is established by wickedness, but the root of  the righteous will never be moved. ESV

Prov 3:34-35 Toward the  scorners he  is scornful,  but to the humble he gives favor. 35 The wise will inherit honor, but fools get disgrace. ESV

Ps 101:5-7 Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will  destroy. Whoever has a  haughty look and an  arrogant heart I will not endure. 6 I will look with favor on the faithful in the land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in  the way that is blameless shall minister to me. 7 No one who  practices deceit shall dwell in my house; no one who utters lies shall  continue before my eyes. ESV

Ps 5:12 For you bless the righteous, O Lord; you  cover him with favor as with  a shield. ESV

There's nothing like the favor of the Lord and there's nothing that destroys it or removes it from a life than willful sin, disobedience, a slandering tongue, and deceit.  Be faithful!  Cleanse your hearts and your hands before God!  Be right with God and walk uprightly and He has promised I will have favor on you!  He will bless the righteous and cover Him with favor as a shield!  And He wants to not only send the showers of blessings but to “break the bars of your yoke and deliver.”  There's nothing of this life worth missing out on the favor of God!  There's no sin worth losing such things!  Because there's nothing like having God say to you:

Ezek 34:26b and I will send down the showers in their season; they shall be showers of blessing. ESV  

He wants to make a covenant of peace with you and not of judgment.  Live uprightly!  There's just nothing like the favor of the Lord!  

